UPPER FRASER FISHERIES CONSERVATION ALLIANCE

WATER QUALITY
& QUANTITY
MONITORING PROGRAM

Data and water

Recognizing the growing impacts on salmon populations and

sovereignty for Upper

habitat in the Upper Fraser, First Nations asked the UFFCA to

Fraser First Nations is
a key objective of the
WQQ program.
Consolidating our
data management in

deepen its focus on water and habitat issues. UFFCA launched the
Water Quality and Quantity (WQQ) program in 2015, with huge
investments in capacity building, training, and tools to support field
work, data collection, and sustainable water management.
Since its early days, the WQQ program has produced a rich multiyear data series that has been directly applied in key projects
related to water flows, emergency enhancement of endangered

house supports

fish populations, addressing habitat degradation and climate

proactive decision

change, and asserting First Nations standards for watershed health.

making on water
issues, which is

The UFFCA has significantly expanded its role over the last several
years by establishing expertise in watershed-level fisheries

critical to responding

management and water issues. The WQQ program

to climate change

is one of the largest Indigenous-led water

and other impacts on
water, fish habitat
and watershed health.

monitoring programs in BC, contributing to
strong Upper Fraser First Nations leadership
on watershed health, habitat protection, and
fisheries conservation.

WQQ Focus in 2021:
Technical Upkeep, Community Engagement,
Data Management and Access

Our spring and summer work is focused on

NEW!

technical upkeep, physical repairs, upgrades,

Aquarius Analytics Software:

and some replacements for priority stations
as identified by communities. We look

Our team has collected years of high-

forward to more engagement with UFFCA

quality data through the WQQ program;

member Nations in the fall to discuss how

however, to date it has been a challenge to

best to meet community data needs, and to

share it with our partner communities in a

ensure information is presented in a way

timely way and in a user-friendly format.

that meets those needs.

"Salmon and water are central to the
culture and identity of the Upper
Fraser First Nations who have
stewarded their territories for the
protection of these species for
millennia, and continue to be key
leaders in the conservation of these
now-threatened species."
- Gord Sterritt, UFFCA Executive Director

Through a Ripple Effect grant from
international software and service donation
program Aquatic Informatics , UFFCA
received a donated lifetime subscription to
Aquarius Analytics data management
software. This innovative system for direct
data access fills this critical gap, as data
will now be more directly accessible to
Nations to inform water planning and
decision making in real time.

This project is currently supported through the Healthy Watersheds Initiative, delivered by the Real Estate Foundation
of BC and Watersheds BC, with financial support from the Province of BC as part of its $10-billion COVID-19 response.

WQQ Stations:
WANSA CREEK • SINKUT RIVER • UPPER CHILAKO RIVER
BUTCHERFLATS CREEK • NAHOUNLI CREEK
SOWCHEA CREEK • FORFAR CREEK • GLUSKIE CREEK
KYNOCH CREEK (O’NE-ELL) • NANCUT CREEK AT ROAD
NANCUT CREEK AT CUNNINGHAM LAKE
STONEY CREEK DOWNSTREAM OF SAIK’UZ
FINGER LAKE • TATUK LAKE • BURNS LAKE WEST
BURNS LAKE EAST • ENDAKO RIVER BELOW LAKE OUTLET
ENDAKO RIVER NEAR SHOVEL CREEK

The UFFCA partnered with Upper Fraser First Nations to identify priority systems and initiate the WQQ program,
now one of the largest Indigenous-led water quality and quantity monitoring programs in British Columbia.

The Upper Fraser Fisheries Conservation Alliance (UFFCA)
supports salmon protection and rebuilding, ecosystem
health, sustainable fisheries, and First Nations interests in
the Upper Fraser Watershed, British Columbia.
For more information about the UFFCA and the
Water Quality and Quantity Program, please visit

www.upperfraser.ca
or contact us at info@upperfraser.ca

